time. lhese were not conversations among regrettul mercenaries but heroic sto-
ries of a “white guard” who portrayed first the “Russen” or the “Iwans”(Russians)
as the merciless, murdering enemy, then the “Tommys”(English), “Pollacken “(Pol-
lacks), the “Franzosen”(French), the “Ami”(Americans), the” Japse”(Japs) and the
“Itacker”(Wops).

In order to have a “clean slate”, some people obtained a denazification certificate,
called the “Persilschein™. Others hid their Nazi past and became television an-
chormen, entrepreneurs, politicians; even the Federal Chancellor or they remained
judges, department heads and teachers. Most people just adapted to the new social or-
der. Few really processed and understood. Many areas of public life evaded a denazi-
fication, which can be felt and experienced to this day. Several of my own teachers
were notorious old Nazis. At the time no one dared to make objections. They educated
us with their background which was influenced by a Nazipast which had not been
reflected upon. I feel that this is the actual reason for the so called “anti-authoritative”
rebellion of young people in politics, family and education, in the 60s and 70s. The
antipathy towards Russia did not have to be worked out. The strict anticommunist
thinking of the Adenauer era allowed both the murder of twenty million Soviet citi-
zens to remain unresolved and the hostile attitude towards the Russians to continue.
Germany learned about democracy in an European Context while in school. This was

! Alleged national socialist criminals could be exonerated through evidence provided by victims or

former adversaries which was sufficient for the Allied’s demands on denazification forms. Many Nazis
bought or extorted a “cleaning” of the allegations made against their national socialistic views. They were
certified a so called “white vest” and could apply for a flat, a business or work in a certain position










































